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Yacht Amaryllis, Nice, Saturday, December yd.
I arrived here on Wednesday morn n.i to join Bertie S,1 on his
yacht.   Magnificent morning. Cloudy afternoon.   Continuous
rain on Thursday and Friday.   Gradually clearing to-day with
some sunshine, and rather warmer.
" La Tosca " last night. Theatre, very ugly, full of provincial
people and Americans, The bulk of the French women fat and
plain, Also the same for the chorus in the opera. The story
of " La Tosca " childish and made more childish by the ' pro-
duction '. Excessive ugliness of the ist act decor, church scene.
Also of last act, top of tower, with the ridiculous sky border and
side pieces. 2nd Act (Palazzo Farnese) not much better,
Crucifix on back wall, placed there d propos des bottes, but you
knew that it would be used before the end of the act, and it
was, to put by body of murdered Scarpia. The childishness of
the thing positively revolting. The 3 principal parts well sung,
Scarpia (Vigneau), Floria Tosca (Brunlet) and Cavaradossi
(Lapelleterie). The last a preposterous figure as a painter in
ist act. His painting of the picture very funny. Music very
and consistently clever, and some parts of it beautiful, Full
theatre. Casino on a vast scale. Few cocottes and those poor.
The' dancing' (the French phrase now) trh triste* Few couples,
and dowdy. But everything very well managed* The pro-
vinciality of audience the most striking thing,
This afternoon we went into the Jet6e Promenade.   Another
casino on a vast scale.   Dancing there was better;   but no
* Herbert Sullivan, nephew of the composer,
I